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MUSE Academy is a new independent school in Brooklyn. We 
seek to develop the full potential of every child as lifelong 
learners, expressive artists, and active citizens in his or 
her community. Music, movement, and performance are 
central to the MUSE educational experience and profoundly 
contribute to a child’s cognitive and social development. Our 
approach engages all the modes through which children 
learn and communicate — including verbal, analytical, 
kinesthetic, spatial, social, and emotional — using an 
inquiry-based learning model. 

At MUSE Academy, every day is an adventure in learning in 
which rigorous core academic instruction is richly intertwined 
with music, performance, and visual arts.

Each morning, the Head of School warmly greets MUSE 
students as they enter the building and transition from family 
life to the new environment of structured learning, social 
development, and creative expression at MUSE Academy. 
Classrooms start with 15 minutes of community building 
and character development, typically with interactive games, 
song, and dance. Each classroom is governed by behavioral 
norms that contribute to shaping the lives of active and 
engaged citizens.

Our Educational Approach 
Addresses Your Child’s Full 
Potential

A Day In the Life at MUSE



Long ago, in ancient Greece, it was believed that arts, 
sciences and languages gave human beings access to 
the creative spark and insight into the forces ruling the 
world. Education was seen as the highest good because it 
shaped the citizens, artists, and thinkers of the future who 
made civilization possible.

The Greeks credited divine beings known as the Muses with 
the creation of all known arts and sciences, as well as the 
education that transmitted these gifts from each generation 
to the next. Instruction in the full range of disciplines was 
seen as essential to cultivating young people  
of talent and character.

Since then, the range of scientific knowledge has exploded 
and music, letters, and the arts have continued to evolve. But 
along the way, the concept of educating the whole child with a 
curriculum that embraces the arts has often been out of sight. 
Until now.

Humanist Education Reborn



MUSE Academy was founded by the Brooklyn Music School 
(BMS) as an extension of our mission to help our community 
experience the joy of music and reap the artistic and 
intellectual benefits of musical performance. 

BMS has hosted two Brooklyn independent schools, the 
Brooklyn Waldorf School and the Science Language & Arts 
(SLA), both of which then transitioned to their own homes 
in Brooklyn. BMS provides thousands of children and adult 
students with high quality music and dance instruction, both 
at our historic Fort Greene facility and through our Outreach 
Program to schools and senior and community centers across 
NYC. With offerings ranging from Early Music for toddlers, 
to group violin and guitar classes and African drumming for 
adults, to a leading opera training program for emerging 
artists, BMS has something for everyone.

The Brooklyn Music School views music and performance 
as the birthright of all people, an essential way that human 
beings connect with others and explore their creativity. 
MUSE Academy students will enjoy an education enriched 
by world-class music and dance faculty, and bask in an 
atmosphere of creativity, diversity, and discovery that 
exemplifies the best of Brooklyn.

The Brooklyn Music School has 
been Part of Our Community 
for Over a Century.

MUSE Academy welcomes families to begin the 
journey of discovery at an early age, with our pre-K 3 
and pre-K 4 classes, led by specialist teachers in early 
childhood education. The daily routine of our pre-K 
students is infused with music and the arts, from 
the first morning circle, where students gather with 
their teachers, through the afternoons filled with 
dance, imaginative play, and choir.

Each class has a master teacher and teaching 
associate to provide individual attention and support 
to young learners. They are responsible for developing 
the essential academic building blocks and creating rich 
interconnections during specialist-led classes in musical 
instruments, dance, creative movement, science discovery, 
and visual arts.

Our teaching approach engages the full range of senses - 
tactile, visual, olfactory, movement, rhythm - so as to fully 
engage young minds and keep a powerful flow of discovery 
and wonder.

Early Childhood 
Education at MUSE



Sparking Curiosity that Inspires 
a Passion for Learning

We believe that language skills are acquired best through 
a performative approach in which reading, writing, and 
speaking well are taught as pleasurable activities that grow 
out of vivid texts and shared creation. Early skills are then 
honed through the study of grammar, rhetoric, and literary 
performance as children mature.

Language richness, diversity and complexity will envelop all 
MUSE students beginning in pre-K. 

Our language acquisition approach transitions from group 
story time and reading circles to leveled reading in small 
groups. Fundamentals of alphabet, phonics, handwriting, 
and simple word recognition transition into daily writing 
assignments, rapid vocabulary acquisition, and explicit study 
of grammar and syntax. The acquisition of language and 
speech will result naturally in an effort to more fully express 
oneself, understand others and explore the world.

MUSE families are expected to make daily reading and 
discussion in the home a shared ritual that expands on skills 
learned during the school day, with regular guidance provided 
to texts that will engage students’ imaginations and reinforce 
fluency. 

Our approach to literature blends reading for plot, character, 
and message with performative interpretation and adaptation 
in dramatic scenes, dance and songs. In this way, a cultural 
heritage becomes a living tradition that must continually be 
made new by young scholars and artists.

As they mature, MUSE students are ready to engage in 
more formal literary analysis and will be writing short essays 
drawing on their knowledge of narrative structure, character 
development, historical context, and poetic devices. They 
study more sophisticated literary works and are able to 
craft new works of both individual expression and group 
collaboration with their fellow MUSE classmates.

Letters and Speech

Mathematics

Science

A passion for mathematics begins early at MUSE Academy, 
with a pre-K and kindergarten curriculum that builds 
early number sense and geometrical awareness using 
manipulatives, song, dance, arts, and creative play. Math 
is presented as another field of creation and exploration, 
through which children can model the world around them  
and test their ideas.

Our approach begins with tactile and kinesthetic learning, 
and then progressively builds to broader conceptual 
understanding. Process fluency and ability to deploy multiple 
strategies are reinforced through social learning in pairs 
and small groups, where students construct and defend 
arguments. The journey to math discovery is given equal 
weight with the correct results. Mathematical concepts are 
introduced in their historic context and tied to the feats of 
architecture, scientific knowledge, and human organization 
that they enabled.

The MUSE math curriculum draws from instructional principles 
that have been demonstrated to enable both accelerated 
acquisition of mathematical competence and contextual 
learning that makes these skills meaningful and sticky.

Our science curriculum ignites a sense of wonder and 
drive to understand the world, by progressing from visual 
learning and tactile experimentation to analytical skills and 
tools. We present science as an ongoing and unfinished 
project that MUSE students actively participate in, as future 
scholars and citizens.

The pursuit for scientific knowledge perfectly embodies 
MUSE Academy’s inquiry-based educational approach. Each 
lesson begins with a thoughtful question that opens a realm 
of possibilities. Close integration with mathematics leads to 
the direct application of concepts, skills, and models that 
can then be applied to understand nature and engineering, 
through practical application in tactile and visual exercises.

The scientific method is learned as a core method of inquiry 
that can be applied to explorations of the natural world and 
solving pressing social problems. MUSE scholars quest for 
knowledge takes students outside the realm of school to 
museums, laboratories, forests, and beyond.

Scientific reading and writing grow in importance, as 
students master how to construct viable arguments and 
critique the reasoning of others. Scientific discovery 
is presented in a historical context to emphasize the 
contributions of civilizations including Ancient Greco-Roman, 
Arabic, Chinese, Egyptian, African, and European to the 
accumulation of human knowledge.



There is overwhelming evidence that the study of foreign 
languages at a young age promotes critical thinking, mental 
agility, and creativity. Young children’s language acquisition 
abilities are plastic and expansive; they are able to intuitively 
incorporate new sounds and word patterns that cause adults 
and even teens to stumble. 

At MUSE Academy, we provide daily immersion study of Spanish 
beginning in pre-K 3, and then add additional language options 
in later years.

From the moment students begin their language class, not a 
word of English is spoken, so that Spanish becomes a second 
“mother tongue.” Daily language practice to build confidence, 
vocabulary, and oral fluency are first, with grammar and 
written expression built later, just as students learned their 
first language. Living in Brooklyn, students have multiple 
opportunities to practice their language skills with neighbors 
and on community field trips and projects.

Humanities

Languages

Visual Arts

In later grades, MUSE Academy language instruction broadens 
to include optional immersion Mandarin classes and the study 
of Latin, which provides a natural transition as a Romance 
language that helps to both deepen the understanding 
of humanist thought and enrich the vocabulary of middle 
schoolers. French and Italian provide an entry into advanced 
study of opera, drama, and literature in the high school years.

At MUSE Academy, the study of Humanities encompasses all 
the ways human beings seek to answer fundamental questions 
about their place in the world and their ability to effect change. 

Myth, history, literature, and civics are explored in a spiral 
fashion that adds complexity and depth as children’s 
understanding matures. Questions and lessons are sequenced 
to when children are ready to understand them. The study of 
Humanities at once seeks to transmit the riches of a cultural 
heritage, and provide young scholars and citizens with the 
analytical tools to examine and reshape these traditions to their 
current needs.

In second grade, a study of the African diaspora in the New 
World might be explored through reading slave journals, 
learning to play talking drums, and performing spirituals to 
their peers in choir. By fifth grade, a segment on the Roman 
Empire might employ an economic analysis of feeding Rome’s 
populace, a dance interpretation of Caesar and Cleopatra’s first 
meeting, and a gallery exhibition inspired by excerpts from 
Ovid’s Metamorphoses.

Through daily study of the humanities, MUSE students will 
engage in profound, philosophical discussions that both 
enlighten and challenge them. Interdisciplinary studies of 
literature, history, geography and economics will combine to 
reveal a clearer portrait of human psychology and sociology. 
Students will be exposed to the rich complexities of human 
history and provide them the ability to assume a more nuanced 
and global perspective.

Visual Arts are one of the most unique branches of the 
creative experience and provide a natural complement to 
music and performance. 
 
At MUSE Academy, the visual arts are integrated with the 
academic subjects from the earliest age. Primordial lines, 
shapes, and colors morph into the illustration of story time 
tales. Dramatic play evolves into pictorial narratives and this 
in turn hones the fundamentals of scenery design. Drawing 
and painting help exercise nascent fine motor skills, while 
sparking creative associations and provide a portal into 
imagined worlds. Visual representations connect our scholars 
to realms of myth and history in a way that is at once tangible 
and transporting.

Our Visual Arts curriculum aims to provide an informed 
understanding of “Art through Inquiry” through dialogue, 
discussion, and interaction, as well as exploring the historical 
context of the content, materials and the medium. We believe 
the making of art provides the opportunity for experiential 
learning through directly engaging with the fusion of 
materials, ideas, and dreams.

Our mission is to provide all students with continuous, 
sequential instruction and study of the arts that will 
challenge students to synthesize skills, media, methods, 
and technologies. Drawing and painting open the door to 
animation, stop-motion video, photography and study of 
history of art in later years. At each age, MUSE students gain 
confidence by creating and presenting works of art that 
explore their relationship to the world around them and 
their inner worlds.



We approach music through immersive daily instruction 
beginning in pre-K that weaves rhythm, song, and simple 
melodies into the fabric of learning and daily life. Every MUSE 
artist develops baseline musicianship that builds into advanced 
levels of performance and music creation in succeeding years.

Music is integral to life at MUSE. We approach music as a 
living language through which students learn authentic self-
expression and reflection, while also illuminating a path to 
exploring our common humanity.

The opportunity to listen, feel, and engage creatively with music 
sparks both the imagination and cognitive development, as 
nurturing musical intelligence generates positive effects across 
a broad spectrum of academic areas.

Careful lesson planning creates interconnections 
with academic subjects from humanities 
to math, language arts, and geography. 
All genres of music are explored, from 
symphonic works and opera, to African 
and diaspora drumming, musical 
theater, pop, folk, rock, and jazz. Each 
type of music can teach valuable aural 
lessons and add variety and enjoyment 
to students’ experience of music. 
Encouraging openness to all the world’s 
music, from folk and early music to modern, 
is an important goal at MUSE.

Daily Music & Dance Ignite a 
Life of Creative Thinking Through immersive daily activities beginning in pre-K, MUSE 

students learn the rudiments of music, while also discovering 
new means of expression and ways of communication with their 
peers. Fine and gross motor skills are developed through play 
on a wide variety of percussion instruments, and self-confidence 
grows as the young musicians interact with others through songs 
and performance.

As students mature, they will study piano, voice, percussion, 
recorder, guitar, composition and improvisation, along with 
history and theory. Private lessons will begin in first grade with 
members of the faculty at Brooklyn Music School, and our 
spacious BMS Theater will serve as an inspiring venue for your 
young musicians.

Every MUSE student will develop baseline musicianship 
that grows into advanced levels of performance and music 
creation in succeeding years. Ample opportunities for solo 
and ensemble performance will be provided, and the live 
performance of student compositions will be an engaging 
feature of MUSE’s curriculum.

MUSE is situated close to many of the world’s most exciting music 
and dance performance venues, and pupils will be encouraged 
to attend many kinds of music events in order to grow and 
extend their musical horizons. Group concert outings starting 
in kindergarten will be a crucial facet of our music education, as 
students learn to be become critical and engaged listeners.

Music at MUSE Academy

Discovering the Joy of Music



Creative play, drama, and storytelling are all essential elements 
of the MUSE approach to early childhood education. Young 
learners construct simple narratives and characters and 
enhance social skills through role play and reflecting situations 
from their community and daily lives.

Beginning in second grade, dramatic play becomes more 
structured as students reflect myths and historical incidents 
and characters in original works. Students learn the 
fundamentals of character development, movement, plot, and 
dramatic tension and resolution. Poetry is taught not only as 
texts to be analyzed for meaning and meter, but as song that 
comes alive in performance to the school community.

MUSE students have the opportunity to take the stage in fully 
produced versions of age-appropriate musicals through the 
BMS Musical Theater Program and to perform in the choral and 
dance elements of operas staged by the Brooklyn Opera Works 
and Summer Vocal Arts programs at BMS.

In older grades, young thespians are exposed to major works of 
comedy and tragedy, and the study of key historical periods in 
Humanities is illuminated by historical dramas. Rich connections 
with the Visual Arts are made through practical experience in 
set design, costume design, and scenery painting. Study of the 
dramatic arts is enriched through field trips, backstage tours, 
and guest artist classes at major cultural institutions, many of 
which are only blocks away from the school.

Dance & Movement

Drama & Performance

Daily instruction in dance and movement is an integral part of 
the MUSE educational experience and an invaluable means to 
develop body awareness, strength, social learning, and energy 
regulation.

In pre-K and kindergarten, gross motor skills, coordination, 
and socialization are all honed by creative movement, leaping, 
circling, and folk dances. Core skills such as counting, alphabet, 
shapes, rhythm and pattern recognition are reinforced through 
mirroring, call and response, and synchronized skywriting. Folk 
dances to live musical accompaniment reinforce musicality. 
Students learn to regulate their emotional states and become 
cooperative, open-minded, and inspiring.

As young bodies begin to strengthen, a core vocabulary 
of dance movement is learned with more sophisticated 
and complex sequencing. Students are encouraged to find 
interconnections with mathematics, geometry, and the study 
of the natural world. Interpretative historical dances vividly 
capture defining conflicts, turning points, and personalities. 
Beginning in first grade, students learn Laban movement 
analysis and begin to recognize dance as a structured 
language. The development of core skills is accompanied by 
segments in a wide range of movement, including jazz, African 
dance, Chinese dance, yoga, and hip hop.

In later grades, students are exposed to major trends in ballet 
and modern dance, so that they can recognize and analyze 
the evolution of the art form. As they progress, the movement 
materials given in a class will become more fluid, artistic, and 
intricate, and culminate in productions that capture the joy 
of dancing on stage where families and friends will come 
together as patrons of the arts.



Admissions Made Simple at  
MUSE Academy

For many parents in our community, the admissions process 
to independent and selective public schools is defined by 
anxiety. MUSE Academy firmly believes that every child 
is capable of achieving academic and artistic excellence. 
Therefore, we have designed our admissions process to be as 
transparent, efficient, and informative as possible. Our process 
is designed to help both parties, parents and educators, 
determine if MUSE Academy is the best fit for your child’s 
learning style and your family’s educational goals and values.

The first step on the admissions journey is to attend an 
information session at MUSE Academy. These are held 
throughout the school year and into the summer in order 
to provide maximum flexibility to families researching 
educational options. There you will hear from our Head of 
School, Director of Marketing & Admissions, and Director 
of Music & Performing Arts about the MUSE Academy 
educational approach, our curriculum, and the learning 
experience your child can look forward to. You will also have 
the opportunity to meet with a selection of MUSE academic 
and performing arts faculty, some of whom are likely to be 
teaching your child while he or she is with us.

Our goal is to be very clear about the educational outcomes 
you can expect for your child, what the experience of 
attending MUSE looks and feels like, and what we expect 
from parents as key partners in your child’s intellectual, 
artistic, and social development.

We will address the full range of questions ranging from 
expectations on homework and practice, approach to 
technology, optional after-school activities, safety protocols, 
assessment and grading, and other common parent concerns. 
We will also be available for follow-up questions by email or 
phone. By the end of this session, you should have a good 
feeling about whether MUSE is the right fit for your family.

The next step is filling out a streamlined and 
simple application form, with the essential 
information on your family and the child or 
children who would like to join MUSE. We will 
then schedule a baseline assessment of your 
child’s developmental and social readiness in a short 
one-on-one and small group setting conducted by 
educators, including some who may be teaching your 
child at some point. These appointments are informal 
opportunities that help us better understand each child. 
The only documents required are a copy of the previous 
year’s report card. Assessments are conducted on a rolling 
basis throughout the year at times that are convenient for 
working parents. 

Families will be notified of a decision shortly after the 
assessments are reviewed. If your child is accepted, you will 
receive an enrollment contract with a deadline to reply. In 
the interest of fairness, MUSE Academy operates on a rolling 
admissions schedule and first-come-first-served basis. Simply 
submit your signed contract and tuition deposit before the 
deadline to confirm enrollment in MUSE Academy.

The final step, once your child is enrolled, is becoming part of 
a community of MUSE Parents and Families. You will be invited 
to regular social and educational events leading up to our 
inaugural school year in September 2018. These events will 
include wine and cheese parties, picnics, concerts, educational 
lectures, and meet-the-teacher events.

In addition, we may invite your child to be part of MUSE 
Academy Demo Lessons, which are required of all teaching 
candidates as part of their final assessment before joining 
our faculty. These brief lessons with small groups of students 
provide key insights into instructional practices, as well as 
provide further opportunities for our faculty to evaluate and 
discuss best practices.

Our goal is that the experience of attending MUSE Academy 
will also enrich the lives of our parents through exposure to 
music and performing arts, engaging in an ongoing dialogue 
about education, and forming deeper ties with the community 
around us.

MUSE Admissions Approach

Information Sessions

Assessment

Joining the MUSE Community



Annual tuition for the 2018-19 school year at MUSE Academy 
is $23,000 per year. Upon enrollment, families are expected 
to make a non-refundable deposit of $5,000 to secure 
your child’s place. Different payment schedules are 
available to accommodate our families’ preferences on 
timing of payment of balance of tuition.

MUSE will offer affordable after-school enrichment 
options through Brooklyn Music School with 
modules that can be customized to the interests 
and development level of your child.

Beginning in first grade, every student at MUSE will 
be required to also take weekly private lessons in a 
chosen instrument or vocal instruction at Brooklyn 
Music School to develop higher level musicianship. 
This will entail an additional fee, depending on length of 
lesson and the instructor chosen by parents with guidance 
from our Director of Music and Performance.

MUSE Academy is able to offer a limited number of 
scholarships for our first academic year of 2018-19.

It is our intent to increase the number of scholarships in 
succeeding years to further our mission of accessibility to 
world-class music and performing arts instruction to families 
at different income levels.

Families applying for scholarships will be required to 
supply tax returns and other financial information to assess 
their need, and the scholars will be asked to take part in 
assessments for musicality. 

Scholarship awards for 2018-19 school year will be announced 
in Spring of 2018. Scholarships will be primarily focused on 
first grade and above, with a preference for applicants from the 
surrounding community to Fort Greene and other areas served 
by Brooklyn Music School.

Disclaimer

MUSE Academy admits students of any race, color, religion, creed, gender, disability, national or ethnic origin, sexual 
orientation or any other category protected by applicable federal, state or local law, to all the rights, privileges, 
programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students. MUSE Academy does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, gender (which includes a person’s actual or perceived sex, as well as 
gender identity and expression), age, marital status, disability, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, familial 
status, predisposing genetic characteristics, actual or perceived domestic violence victim status, unemployment 
status, caregiver status or any other category protected by applicable federal, state or local law, in carrying on its 
educational activities or in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, employment policies, 
financial aid programs, and athletic and other school administered programs.

Tuition

Scholarships



MUSE Academy is located in the heart of Brooklyn’s cultural 
district, only half a block from the Barclays Center-Atlantic 
Avenue transit hub, with convenient connections to most 
Brooklyn subway lines and the LIRR. We are a few blocks from 
major cultural resources including the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, Mark Morris Dance Center, Theater for a New 
Audience, BRIC, and the Museum of Contemporary African 
Diasporan Arts.

Our School

MUSE Academy
126 Saint Felix Street
Brooklyn, NY, 11217
United States

Please contact us with any questions related to 
MUSE Academy or to arrange an in-person meeting.

Phone: + 1 (929) 400-1751
Email: info@museacademybk.com

MuseAcademyBK.com


